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with hatred: and whatever appears in public against their
prevailing vice, goes for nothing; being either not applied,
or passing only for libel and slander, proceeding from the
malice and envy of a party.

I have sometimes thought, that if I had lived at Rome in
the time of the first Triumvirate, I should have been tempted
to write a letter, as from an unknown hand, to those three
great men, who had then usurped the sovereign power;
wherein I would freely and sincerely tell each of them that
fault which I conceived was most odious, and of most con-
sequence to the commonwealth: That, to Crassus, should
have been sent to him after his conquests in Mesopotamia,
and in the following terms.1

" To Marcus Crassus, health.

" If you apply as you ought\ what I now write? you will be
more obliged to me than to all the world, hardly excepting
your parents or your country. I intend to tell you, without
disguise or prejudice, the opinion which the world has enter-
tained* of you : and to let you see I write this without any
sort vf ill will, you shall first hear the sentiments they have
to your advantage. No man disputes the gracefulness of your
person; you are allowed to have a good and clear under-
standing^ cultivated by the knowledge of men and manners,
though, not by literature. You are no ill orator in the
Senate j you are said to excel in the art of bridling and
subduing your anger, and stifling or concealing your resent-
ments. You have been a most successful general, of 'long
experience, great conduct, and much personal courage. You

1                                  A most severe censure on the Duke of Marlborough.   [T. S.]

2                                Commenting on this "The Medley" (No. 20, February I2th,
1711) remarks-/"Of all that ever made it their business to defame,
there never was such a bungler sure as my friend.   He writes a letter
now to Crassus, as a man marked out for destruction, because that hint
was given him six months ago; and does not seem to know yet that he
is still employed, and that in attacking him, he affronts the Q[uee]n."

Writing to Stella, under date February iSth, Swift says: " Lord
Rivers, talking to me the other day, cursed the paper called 'The
Examiner,' for speaking civilly of the Duke of Marlborough : this I
happened to talk of to the Secretary [St. John], who blamed the
warmth of that lord, and some others, and swore, that, if their advice
were followed, they would be blown up in twenty-four hours31 (vol. ii.,
p. 123 of present edition). [T. S.]
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